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(57) Abstract: Picture elements of a digitally coded im- 
age are each represented by a colour value. The value of an 
element is adjusted by firstly making a number of compar- 
isons between the element and elements y elsewhere in the 
image. This comparison involves comparing a first picture 
element group (which comprises the picture element x un- 
der consideration and at least one further picture element in 
the vicinity thereof) with a second picture element group. 
The second picture element group comprises abase picture 
element y and at least one further picture element, the num- 
ber of picture elements in the second group being the same 
as the number of picture elements in the first group and the 
position of the or each further element of the second group 
relative to the base picture element of the second group be- 
ing the same as the position of the or a respective further el- 
ement of the first group relative to the picture element under 
consideration. The comparison determines (114) whether 
the two groups match in the sense that they meet a crite- 
rion of similarity. When at least one comparison results in 
a match, a replacement colour value for the picture element 
under consideration is generated (116), as a function of the 
colour value for the base picture element of the or each sec- 
ond group for which a match was obtained. 
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